Sample Selection and Processing (7-12-05)

1. Determine sample dates to be extracted, reference the official project calendar to double check dates and week number

2. For every week received, 4 days will be processed.  For every day, exactly 6 filters will be extracted. (If a particular week does not have 4 days available, make sure they are okay to be extracted)

3. Obtain samples for each day in the week to be processed, visually go through each day and choose the days which have the best looking filters (the darker the better).  Choose 4 days from the week, and for each day pick 6 filters to pool together. 

4. Once obtained, isolate and label each day, taking care not to mix up the filters.
5. Place the filters aside and clear the work area in the genomic DNA section.  Spray down the counter with bleach to disinfect and obtain a large piece of aluminum foil.  Tape down the foil and disinfect the surface with bleach or alcohol.

6. Go to the hood area and obtain forceps and a pair of scissors, turn on the gas and light the Bunsen burner.  Ethanol/flame sterilize, and place the sterilized equipment on the foil surface at your workstation. 

7. Record each filter date and number in your notebook. Remember, this information will be critical when updating the BIOWATCH database.

8. Once information is recorded, aseptically transfer 1/8th of the filter to a labeled silica bead tube (the filters are already cut to 1/4th, so just cut the filter in half once more to obtain 1/8th).  Repeat for the remaining 5 filters.

9. Continue for the rest of the days in the week.  There is no need to ethanol/sterilize the forceps and scissors in between each day, only sterilize between each week (When sterilizing remember to turn off the Bunsen burner completely before returning to your workstation).
10. Once completed, clean up the work station and spray with bleach to disinfect.

11. Store samples at room temperature (24°C) until ready for use.

